CHARACTERS  OF THE
REFORMATION
NATURE OF THE REFORMATION
The break-up of united western Christendom
with the coming of the Reformation was by far
the most important thing in history since the
foundation of the Catholic Church fifteen hundred
years before.
Men of foresight perceived at the time that if
catastrophe were allowed to consummate itself, if
the revolt were to be successful (and it was
successful) our civilization would certainly be
imperilled and possibly, in the long run, des-
troyed.
That indeed is what has happened. Europe
with all its culture is now seriously imperilled
and stands no small chance of being destroyed
by its own internal disruption; and all this is
ultimately the fruit of the great religious revolu-
tion which began four hundred years ago.
That being so, the Reformation being of this
importance, it ought to form the chief object of
historical study in modern times, and its nature